77

is not to understand the full meaning of social
progress. Class struggle is verily an ugly distortion
of an ideological conflict. The fundamental
conflict is between the descending consciousness
and the fossilised organisations based on already
exteriorised modes of social consciousness. That
these ideological struggles take the form of
class conflicts is due to the fact that panic stricken
reactionaries want to preserve old forms, even
at the cost of stifling new consciousness, and
on the other, over-zealous revolutionaries desire
to impose at one sweep a new structure in the
interest of new consciousness. The very fact
that Europe is invaded both by rank Communism
and rabid Fascism at the same time shows the
correctness of the above statement* The class
struggle does exist in society because of the
resistence given to social change. It also exists
because of the desire on the part of extreme
radicals in society to regard structure as more
important than the emergence of new conscious-
ness. The struggle will ever exist between
those who stand for the new order and those
who want to continue the old. But such
struggles need not necessarily be fought on the